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Career and Work Education Standards
13.1.3A- Recognize that individuals have unique interests.
13.1.3B- Identify current personal interests.
13.1.3C- Recognize that the roles of individuals at home, in the workplace and in the
community are constantly changing.
13.1.3D- Identify the range of jobs available in the community.
13.1.3F - Explore how people prepare for careers.
13.1.3H- Explain how workers in their careers use what is learned in the classroom.
13.2.3A- Discuss resources available in researching job opportunities, such as, but
not limited to: Internet, Magazines, and Newspapers.
13.2.3C- Compose a personal letter.
13.2.3D- Identify the importance of developing a plan for the future.
13.2.3E- Discuss the importance of the essential workplace skills.
13.3.3A- Identify attitudes and work habits that contribute to success at home and
school.
13.3.3G- Define and describe the importance of lifelong learning.
13.4.3A- Define entrepreneurship.
13.4.3B- Describe the character traits of successful entrepreneurs.
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LESSON TOPIC: BUILDING A BUSINESS
Essential Question: What elements are necessary to start and maintain a
successful business?
What do students need to learn to be able to answer the essential question?
AP#1: What is the difference between a good or service?
AP#2: How do businesses reach a community?
Activating Strategy: As a class, generate questions that you have about what it
takes to start and maintain a business (these questions will be used in another
lesson with our business partner).
Key Vocabulary: good, service, advertisement
Teaching Strategies: whole class, pair-share
Graphic Organizer:
Table: complete a web with various businesses in our community and whether
they offer a good or service
T-Chart: complete a t-chart with examples and non-examples of ways to promote
a business
Instruction: The teacher will ask students to think about some of the local
businesses in our community. The teacher will generate a list of them on the
board. The teacher will ask students what they have in common (they all provide
something for the community). The teacher will define good and service. The
teacher will have several students draw a slip of paper. The student will read the
name of the business and determine whether it offers a good or service.
AP#1: Students will think of three local businesses and determine whether they
offer a good or a service. Students will also consider what has helped to make
those businesses so successful.
Instruction: The teacher will have students share one of the businesses with a
partner. They will think about whether or not the business offers a good or a
service. The students will also think about the qualities that a successful business
has. The teacher will ask several students to share out some of the commonalities
they noticed for what makes these businesses so successful. The teacher will ask
students to talk about some of their favorite places or stores. Students will explain
why they like that place or store, giving specific reasons. The teacher will talk

about coupons, discounts, advertisements, community outreach programs, open
houses, etc. that might foster a positive relationship in the community.
AP#2: The teacher will have students work in partners to complete a T-chart for
examples and non-examples for ways that businesses could promote their goods or
services.
Assignment: Considering all of the important elements in creating a business,
students will start to generate an idea for a business in one of the regions they
researched. They will think about whether they want to offer a good or a service
and how they might reach people within that community.
Summarizing Strategy: Exit slip-What are three things a successful business
owner needs to consider?
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Let’s Get Down to Business
Think about three local businesses. Tell whether they offer
a service or a good. Then think about why this business is
so successful in our community.

Choose a
business

Service or
good?

Why have they been
successful?

Name: ________________

What are three things a business
owner needs to consider?

Ways to Promote a Business
Examples
Non-Examples
Advertise

Give bad customer
service

