
Career Exploration
Spring 2026

YCAL collaborates with business partners to offer High School students cost-free opportunities for career exploration, enhancing their comprehension of necessary training, education, and
professional expectations. Applications will be accepted starting on Monday, January 12 at  Seats are limited so apply early!

Students will then be notified via email if they have been accepted into the program 2 weeks before the start of each program.
bit.ly/YCALCEPApp.

Program Host(s) Event/ Start Date Start
Time

End
Time Overview

HVAC & Plumbing James Craft & Son Thursday, February 5, 2026 9:00 AM 12:00 PM

Manufacturing
Careers

The Manufacturers'
Association Wednesday, February 11, 2026 9:00 AM 12:00 PM

Electrical York Electrical
Institute Friday, February 13, 2026 9:00 AM 12:00 PM

Building Trades

York Builders
Association

Workforce NOW
Foundation

Friday, February 20, 2026 9:00 AM 12:00 PM

Engineering HRG Thursday, February 26, 2026 9:00 AM 12:00 PM

Business
Administration and
Entrepreneurship

Andstadt and Ream
Printing Tuesday, March 3, 2026 9:00 AM 12:00 PM

Healthcare (Spring) Central Penn College Thursday, March 5, 2026 9:30 AM 1:30 PM

NonProfits White Rose
Leadership Institute Tuesday, March 24, 2026 9:00 AM 1:00 PM

Hospitality & Sports
Management

York College of
Pennsylvania Friday, March 27, 2026 9:00 AM 12:00 PM

Education York College of
Pennsylvania Tuesday, March 31, 2026 9:00 AM 12:00 PM

Water and
Environmental

Technology

York Water
Company /

Thaddeus Stevens
Friday, April 10, 2026 10:30 AM 2:00 PM

Early Childhood
Education ECHO Tuesday, April 14, 2026 9:00 AM 12:00 PM

Artistic Careers Creative York Thursday, April 16, 2026 9:00 AM 12:00 PM

Automotive
Technology

York County School
of Technology Friday, April 24, 2026 9:00 AM 12:00 PM

CDL (Commercial
Driving)

York County School
of Technology Friday, April 24, 2026 9:00 AM 12:00 PM

Cosmetology York County School
of Technology Friday, April 24, 2026 9:00 AM 12:00 PM

Mechatronics York County School
of Technology Friday, April 24, 2026 9:00 AM 12:00 PM

Medical Assistant York County School
of Technology Friday, April 24, 2026 9:00 AM 12:00 PM

Welding York County School
of Technology Friday, April 24, 2026 9:00 AM 12:00 PM

Children's Therapy Leg Up Farms Tuesday, April 28, 2026 9:00 AM 12:00 PM

HVAC technicians install, maintain, and repair heating, ventilation, and air conditioning systems, ensuring optimal indoor air quality and
temperature control. Plumbers install and repair pipes, fixtures, and drainage systems, ensuring clean water supply and waste disposal. Both skilled
trades offer rewarding careers with excellent earning potential and the satisfaction of providing essential services to the community.  Hosted by
James Craft & Son, students can explore a variety of careers with this local industry leader along with various opportunities for employment and
training including apprenticeship programs.

Manufacturing is the process of converting materials and components into finished products through a variety of processes and systems.
Manufacturing represents an incredibly large contribution to our local economy and there is a variety of diverse opportunities with employees in
high-demand.  Manufacturing is no longer dirty, dark, dangerous and dull...This field requires problem solving skills, innovation, and technical skills
that can be learned.  Hosted by the Manufacturers Association, this program will provide an overview of manufacturing processes, and will highlight
Pre-Apprenticeship opportunities.

Electricians are the backbone of modern society, powering homes, businesses, and communities. With hands-on training and a good head for
problem-solving, you can build a rewarding career. From installing wiring to troubleshooting complex systems, electricians play a vital role in
keeping our world running smoothly. Hosted by the York Electrical Institute, this program will provide an overview of the career field and highlight
some training options including Pre-Apprenticeship and Apprenticeships.

The Building Trades industry comprises high demand careers from construction trades, heating and air conditioning, plumbing, masonry,
landscaping and electrical work.  With  a willingness to learn skills through hands-on training you can build a rewarding career in this industry.
Hosted by the York Builders Association’s Workforce NOW Foundation, this program will provide an overview of the career field and its many
opportunities along with highlighting some training options including the Building Trades Pre-Apprenticeship.

Engineering is more than building bridges or circuits—it's about solving real-world problems with creativity and logic. Curious minds who love
challenges, teamwork, and hands-on learning will find endless opportunities in engineering. HRG is a regional engineering firm offering technical
expertise and engineering services including municipal, water and wastewater, land development, transportation, water resources,from planning
through the construction phase.

Attend this program if you are interested in the various careers needed to make every business a success. From accounting, marketing, management
and human resources, there are many career opportunities in the field of business.

Healthcare careers encompass a diverse range of roles dedicated to promoting, maintaining, and restoring individuals' health and well-being. This
program highlights several healthcare career pathways such as medical assisting, occupational therapy, physical therapy, and others offered at our
host site, Central Penn college. The faculty and staff at Central Penn will highlights the required training and education needed to enter this field.
Students will have the opportunity to engage in several medical simulations, so be prepared to participate!

Nonprofits account for a significant portion of the U.S. economy and is the third largest employment industry in the U.S. To thrive in the nonprofit
field, you need a mix of business acumen, adaptability as well as strong communication and relationship-building skills are essential for connecting
with donors, volunteers, and the community.

If you love interacting with people from all walks of life, enjoy creating memorable experiences, and/or have a passion for sports, you may want to
consider a career in hospitality, tourism, OR sports management.  This combined program will allow students to explore both career paths with
York College leading the exploration program with assistance from the staff at the York Revolution.

A career in education offers a unique opportunity to make a lasting impact on the lives of young people.  Some of the jobs in this field are: classroom
teacher, special education teacher, administrator, counselor, or higher education teacher.  This session will focus on the traits, skills, training and
education needed to get started on your path as a successful educator.

Water and environmental technology is an in-demand field that encompasses the support of maintaining safe and functional water and
environmental systems for communities.  Jobs can include water treatment engineer or analyst, environmental scientist, soil analyst, and renewable
energy consultant, just to name a few. This program is co-hosted by Thaddeus Steven College who will provide an overview of their Water &
Environmental Technology program and York Water Company, who will take students on-location to observe some of their systems that have
allowed them to faithfully provide York’s water since 1816.

Early childhood education is a rewarding career path focused on the care and education of young children, typically from birth to age 8. This is a
high demand field with flexibility, job security, creativity, and job growth.  Hosted by Community Connections for Children’s ECHO initiative (Every
Child Has Opportunities), students will learn more about the skills, traits, training and education needed to be successful in this field.  This program
will also highlight the educational opportunities and assistance available for individual looking to enter this field.

Artistic careers involve the expression of creativity and imagination through various forms such as visual arts, music, performing arts, literature and
more.  These careers can include fields such as education, therapy and, of course, entertainment and cultural advancement.
This session hosted by Creative York will allow students to obtain a better understanding of artistic careers specifically in visual arts as they convey
their mission of inspiring the community through arts education, gallery experiences, and outreach programs.

Automotive technicians are dedicated to the service and maintenance of vehicles that keep the world moving. Without their work in keeping our
vehicles working safely, we wouldn’t get to school, work, and play! Hosted by York County School of Technology’s Adult and Continuing Education
Center, this program will allow students to gain a better understanding of the career path and the required training to be successful.

A Commercial Driver's License (CDL) is a special type of driver's license that allows you to operate large commercial vehicles, such as: semi-trucks,
buses and delivery trucks. This field offers degrees of flexibility (and the potential to travel across the country!), decent pay, and is in very high
demand.  Hosted by York County School of Technology’s Adult and Continuing Education Center, this program will allow students to gain a better
understanding of the career path and the required training to be successful.

Cosmetologists provide a range of services, including Hair Styling, Makeup Application,  Skin Care and Nail Care. This field often requires creativity
and people skills, offering flexibility and earning potential. Hosted by York County School of Technology’s Adult and Continuing Education Center,
this program will allow students to gain a better understanding of the career path and the required training to be successful.

Mechatronics combines principles of mechanical engineering, electronics, computer science, and control engineering to design, develop, and
maintain automated systems.  Mechatronics  engineers can be found working in fields that handle manufacturing, robotics, and automation
processes.  This career offers high demand, global impact, innovative work and opportunities for advancement. Hosted by York County School of
Technology’s Adult and Continuing Education Center, this program will allow students to gain a better understanding of the career path and the
required training to be successful.

A medical assistant plays a crucial role in the healthcare field, supporting doctors and nurses in various medical settings. They perform a wide range
of administrative and clinical duties including scheduling appointments, managing medical records and insurance claims, greeting patients and
answering phones, taking vital signs, preparing patients for examinations and assisting in medical procedures. Hosted by York County School of
Technology’s Adult and Continuing Education Center, this program will allow students to gain a better understanding of the career path and the
required training to be successful.

Welding is a skilled trade that involves joining metals together using heat, pressure, or both. It's a career that offers a great mix of physical and
mental challenges, and it's essential to many industries, from construction and manufacturing to automotive and aerospace. This career offers high
demand, good pay, hands-on work and opportunities for advancement. Hosted by York County School of Technology’s Adult and Continuing
Education Center, this program will allow students to gain a better understanding of the career path and the required training to be successful.

Children’s Therapy is a specialized field that helps children and adolescents overcome emotional, behavioral, and mental health challenges. As a
child therapist, you'll work with young people to understand their feelings, develop coping skills, and improve their overall well-being.  This session
hosted by Leg Up Farm will cover a variety of fields such as Mental Health, Physical, Occupational, and Speech Therapies in a hands-on setting.


